
Levy Dollars At Work: School Security and Technology Update 
 
Over the past year, the district has successfully 
completed security upgrades in seven of our eleven 
schools.   Executive Director of Business and 
Operations Brett Greenwood stated, “We will 
complete security upgrades to the four remaining 
elementary schools throughout the 2016-2017 
school year.” The new system is mainly comprised 
of cameras, alarms, automatic door locks, and panic 
buttons. Staff report confidence in the functioning 
of the new systems. 
 
Mr. Greenwood noted that one of the most 
noticeable changes is the “buzz-in” feature and 
procedure at the elementary schools. Parents or 
visitors who visit the school during the school day 
now have to activate a button on the outside of the 
building. This button is connected to an intercom 
into the school office. The visitor must announce 
who they are and what their business is within the 
school before being allowed to enter.  
 
Once cleared, the school secretary will “buzz” them into the building. In addition to the 
buzzers, there are also cameras installed at the front entrances which allow the school 
secretary to see who is outside the building. “Feedback on the security upgrades has 
been positive and parents have been very supportive of our efforts to keep their 
children safe during the school day,” commented Mr. Greenwood.    
 
Central Elementary Principal Matt Mihelich added, “At Central, we feel fortunate to have 
the support of our community for keeping our schools safe. This initiative has reminded 
us all that students are our most precious resource and we must develop routines and 
protocols aimed at limiting unwelcome influences.” Principal Mihelich continued, “We 
have seen and heard a number of positive reactions to our increased focus on safety. 
The impact of the setup was minimal and the transition to being “buzzed in” has not 
kept our families from being involved in our school community.” 

 
On the technology front, Executive Director 
of Human Resources and Technology 
Darrell Heisler indicated that the initial levy 
funding received by the district has been 
used to complete the safety changes first 
because parent and citizens on the levy 
planning committee listed them as the 
higher priority. Now that the safety 
purchases are nearing completion, the 
technology update phase has begun. “This 
summer we have been purchasing 
computers for our students as we embark 
on our efforts to have one computer for 
every student by the time our four year tech 
levy is complete,” Mr. Heisler indicated.  

 



As of this school year, Clear Lake and Big Lake Elementary Schools will have a computer 
for every student and Central and Evergreen Elementary Schools will have one 
computer for about 60% of the students. At the middle school we are implementing the 
Microsoft Academy for our 7th and 8th grade students. We have been utilizing the 
Microsoft Academy at Sedro-Woolley High School for several years now.  Mr. Heisler 
closed with, “We feel it is very important that our students get a well-rounded education 
as it pertains to technology so they can graduate with the knowledge and skills for 
future learning and success no matter what technology platform they will be working 
with in the future.” 
 
Questions regarding the Safety and 
Technology Levy can be directed to 
Executive Director of 
Business/Operations Brett Greenwood 
at 360-855-3575 or Executive Director 
of Human Resources/Technology Darrell 
Heisler at 360-855-3576. 
 
 


